THE SPHINX AND THE RIDDLE
could spare the time, he shot duck, which visit the
Egyptian Delta in large numbers. In the summer, when
official Egypt moves to Alexandria, he bathed regularly;
and on one occasion, in July 1920, nearly lost his life in
the sea. It was a rough day, and Allenby, who was a
strong swimmer, went out too far; he had great difficulty
in getting back to shore and broke a blood-vessel and
strained his heart and lungs. He was in bed for a fort-
night afterwards. A less determined man wmild have
been drowned.
There wras much entertaining at the Residency,
official and private, and it was seldom that there wras not
a large party both at luncheon and dinner. Allenby and
Lady Allenby were admirable hosts in every way; even
the most official parties were friendly as well as dignified.
Allenby's kindliness and humour as a host are illustrated
by the following story. A senior officer from Palestine,
who was going on a visit to Egypt, told one of his
subordinates to telegraph to the General Commanding
in Cairo, an intimate friend, that he was coming to stay
the night with him. "Tell him I shall be late/' he said,
"and that he is not to bother about dinner for me; just
to put a pint of champagne and some foie gras sandwiches
in my room." The telegram was by some mistake
delivered at the Residency instead of to the G.O.C.; and
when the officer arrived at Cairo he found to his surprise
the High Commissioner's A.D.C. awaiting him at the
station with the announcement that his telegram had been
received, that the High Commissioner regretted he was
dining out, but that his room was prepared. The officer
in question was not easily disconcerted; but when he
found champagne and a large plate of foie gras sand-
wiches in his room he felt that some explanation was
needed. On meeting his host at breakfast next morning
he began at once to apologize for the "awful mistake last
night". "What mistake?" said Allenby. "Weren't the
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